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‘Flying Saucer’ Queries ` 
Hamper Air Force Work 


By The Associated Press. 


WASHINGTON, July 31— 
The Air Force said today that 
it wag getting so many “flying 
saucer’ queries that regular 
intelligence work had been 
affected, 

Most of the inquiries are 
from press and radio, but many 
are from the -public, Pentagon 
spokesmen said. The service also 
has received 432 written reports 
on “sightings of unidentified 
aerial phenomena” so far this 
year, the spokesmen added. 

One man in the press relations 
section is working full time on 
the “saucer” queries. A new 
flood pof questions led him to 
send many to the Office of the 
Director of Military Intelligence 
¿for reply. That office, in turn, 
has relayed many queries to the 
Air Technical Intelligence Cen- 
ter at Dayton, Ohio, 

The Coast Guard, meanwhile, 
Said that it would make public 
Soon a photograph supposedly 
showing five mysterious objects 
in flight over Salem, Mass. The 
Saggy was taken a week ago 

y a Coast Guardsman. 
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It Globes Described +, a 
” In “Thund r and Lightning,” By 
de Fonviije, published byéChartes 
Scribner & > , New York,,n 1869, 
appears the fs lowing : A 
“Globular Yghtning shows itself in 
so many forms and of so many differ- 
ent tints that we will not ende; vour, to 
M,,Colon, vice presydent of 
| the Geologica’' Socitty of Paris, saw a | 
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| agreed that the trm.: 
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In this quotation the term, meteor | 

refers to a fireball. Many mops au- | 
| thentic reports of these firebalgy may 
In all cases, howeverfArhese 
balls finally came down to the g pund 
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disturbances couls remain eleva,ed in 

the air indefinite and that an actual 


| storm is not necaggeary to their being, 
then the association of ball-lightning 
| and saucers would be simple. 


Radar Detection E 


| To come back to more moden ‘times 
and radar, it apprars quite pxabable | 
| that ball-lightning is comp »fed- of 
| highly ionized gar š. The fteonelec- 
trons in this’ ‘‘ball’ -greate an @K., eme- 
ly energetip eleci -c field wWit:lin a 
| small space Also. {f the suction and 
| rarefaction are trat a severe density 
gradient of the atı osphere must also | 
be present. Either‘ of these two char- 
| acteristics could be detected on a radar 


| screen. 

These balls of lightning are usually 
observed to explode only upor & ntact 
| with some sharp metal objec. How- | 
ever, many reports credit them with | 
| descending from the sky. If this is so 
| then the ball could remain active 1n- 

definitely so long as it did not ap-| 

proach the ground Its light mass and | 

negative charge make sharp and rapid 

| maneuvers possible. 
The clue to the correctness of the 

theory would be to track down each | 

| reliable report of a saucer’s pccurren¢ ei 

| and to determine the presence of elec- | 

| trical activity in the area. The recent | t 

| display over Washington, Bee, i By 

| fine example of’ such a case Your | y 
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‘SAUCERS’ TURN UP 
OVER KOREA NOW 


Canadian Destroyer Sights 2 
—Japan Has a Report, and 
One Blows Up Upstate 


SEOUL, Aug. 2 (4)—Those “‘fly- 
ing saucers” have popped up in 
Korea and Japan. - 

A Canadian destroyer recently 
reported sighting two such objects 

“ and recorded them on its radar. 

A Navy report said forty offi- 
cers and trew members of the de- 
stroyer Crusader saw the “sau- 
cers” the night of July 10. All 
had the familiar qualities of the 
puzzling flying disks. 

The report, addressed to the 
commanders of the Far East naval 
forces and the Fifth Air Force, 
said the ship's radar registered 
“fixes” on the objects. It placed 
them two miles high and seven 
miles away. The report said the 
objects disappeared defore dawn. 

A second report a day or two 
later dismissed the radar find as 
the planet Jupiter. One officer 
commented, however: “Jupiter 
doesn’t come in pairs and it is 
several million miles out of range 
of our radar.” s 

“The only previous report of 
“flying saucer” sightings in Ko- 
rea cropped up last February. 
Crews of two night-flying bomb- 
ers said they saw saucer-like ob- 
jects moving over North Korea. 

Tokyo, too, had a “saucer” re-| 
port. 

Kosuke Miyazaki, 27 years old, 
of the Central Meteorological Ob- 

ı servatory said he saw a greenish- 
white thing with a tail flying 
through the sky Friday night. 

Makoto Sakai, 19, a university 
student, saw it, too. „But he said 
it was bluish-white ahd split into 
halves before disappearing. An- 
other witness said it was orange- 
white. 

Dr. Hideo Hirose of the Tokyo 
Astronomical Observatory did not 
see it. But he said it must have 


been a meteor. 


2 More Ower California 


LANCASTER, Calif., Aug. 2 (UP) 
—Deputy sheriffs said today they 
saw two “flying saucers,” one of 
which havered over the earth for} 
eighteen minutes, emitting “red-| 

` dish-white light and swinging like| 
a pendulum.’ 

Deputy Sheriff Tom Morrisey 
gaid the two objects drifted from 
high in the sky to an altitude of 
about 1,000 feet late last night. 
Then, he said, one of them leisure- 
ly moved off in a southeasterly 
direction. The other one “just 
hovered there swingingslike a pen- 
dulum.” 

In Washington, an Air Force 
spokesman said a “mystery ob- 
ject” was sighted near the atomic 
bomb laboratories in Los Alamos, 
N. M. A report from the Los| 
Alamos interceptor wing said wit-| 

nesses saw a “Shining metallic’| 
object flying through the air for 
more than thirty minutes last 
Tuesday. The Air Force said the 
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sgaid the two objects drifted from 
high in the sky to an altitude of 
about 1,000 feet late last night.) 
Then, he said, one of them leisure- | 
lv moved off in a southeasterly | 
direction. The other ohe “justi 
hovered there swinging like a pen-| 
dulum.” | 
In Washington, an Air Force| 
spokesman said a ‘ stery ob-| 
ject” was sighted near the atomic| 
bomb laboratories in Los Alamos, | 
N. M. A report rom the Los 
Alamos interceptor wing said wit- 
nesses saw a “shining metallic 
Object flying through the air for 
more than thirty minutes last 
Tuesday. The Air F e said the 
object, spotted while fighter planes 
were in the area, made a 360-de- 
gree turn before disappearing. 


‘Saucer’ Photo Discounted | 


BOSTON, Aug. 2 (UP)—A Coast} 
Guardsman’'s photograph probably] 
will not help solve the riddle of| 
“flying saucers,” one of the na-| 
tion’s ranking astro-physicists said 
today. | 

Prof, Ronald H. Menzel of Har-| 
vard University, who has devoted| 
himself to the “flying saucer’ 
problen * more an six yé ars, | 
expressi doubt about he value 
of the picture of “four wavering 
lights” taken July 16 at the Salem 

Guard Station by a photog-| 
rapher, Shell R. Alpert of Denver. 

“As I have maintained, reflec-| 
tions and refractions can account| 
for all ‘flying saucers’ said Pro-| 
fessor Me l, who has not seen! 
the photograph. He insists it is 
valueless if not accompanied by| 
scientific data. 

The picture shows four egg- 
shaped objects. 

“There has been no mention of 
the temperature distribution, no 
bearing was taken, there is no esti- 
mate of altitude, and other impor- 
tant information is lacking,” the 
professor said. 

The photographer said it was 
extremely hot” and the sun was 
brilliant with a six-mile visibility 
when he took the picture. $ 


Rumor Blows Up 


ROTTERDAM, N. Y., Aug. 2 (P) 
Police, motorists and pedestrians 
rushed to Poutre Park yesterdhy 
on hearing that a flying saucer 
was in the “ky over the park. The 
“saucer” turned out to be a scrap 
of lunch paper carried aloft by a 
gust of wind. ; 


Flying River Dished Up 


l 
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| 
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Sp al to THE New YORK TIMES 
CHAMPAIGN, Ill., Aug. 2—The| 
radar station of the Illinois Ştate | 
Water Survey at the University of | 
Illinois Airport here detected a 
river in the sky the other night, 
Glenn E. Stout, meteorologist, re- 
ported today, 

Mr. Stout said the “flying river” 
was a reflection of a 100-mile sec- 
tion of the Illinois River eighty 
miles west of the University Air- 
port. He explained that warm air 
trapped between layers of cold air 
had caused the phenomenon. 

He said “flying saucer” images 
on radar screens were old stuff to 
the water survey station's observ-| 
ers. Some of the images were| 
caused by rain high in the air and] 
that never reached the ground 
while others, like the river, were 
caused by. the Vending of radar 
rays, he said. | 

Because warm and cold air are 
of different denslties, layers of air 
of different temperatures act like 
lenses or prisms:and may cse a 
reflection of the ground, he said. 
Such images wnen seen by the 
naked eye are called mirages, 


SCIENTIST ‘MAKES’ 
FLYING SAUCERS 


Produces Fiery Objects Just 
Like Some Seen Shooting 
Through Night Skies 


| 
| 
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WASHINGTON, Aug. 6 (P—An 


[Army scientist has succeeded in 


e| Producing fiery objects that look 


just like some of those seen shoot- 
ing through the night skies 


A spokesman for the Army 


{Corps of Engineers said today 
the findings of Noel Scott, phys- 
icist, were being made public be- 


cause they explained at least 


some of the many “flying saucer 


reports 
By 
ionized air into the partial vacuum 
Scott reported, 
orange-red 


introducing molecules of 
of a Bell jar, Mr 
he has created 
balls, disks, mushrooms and 
cream cones” familiar to hundreds 
lof excited sky-watchers 

Mr. Scott said these miniature 
masses of illuminatéd air had suf- 
ficient body or substance to be 
picked up by radar 

Thus they may account for the 
shower of mysterious “blips” seen 
on radar screens around Washing- 
ton during a thunderstorm last 
night. Jet fighters based at New- 
castle, Del., were sent into the air 
to investigate the phenomena. 
They climbed to 15,000 feet but re- 
ported they could find nothing un- 
usual 

Sky Overcast, Pitch Black 

Washington radar operators in- 
sist they saw mysterious objects 
on their screens last night and 
early today. ‘Two unidentified ob- 
jects showed up on the screen at 
near-by Andrews Field, moving 
slowly southwest. Later two more 
“blips” appeared, moving slowly, 
stopping, then flying away. The 
sky was overcast and pitch black. 

The Army Engineers’ spokesman 
said “the p lid not consider 
that Mr. Scott's inding# repre- 
sented a solution of all “flying 
saucer” reports. But they explain 
some of them, he said, and may 
Shed light on the mystery gen- 
erally 

Mr. Scott used a jar 3 feet 
and 13g feet in diameter to pro- 
duce his effects. He pumped air 
from the jar~to create a partial 
vacuum and simulate conditions in 
the upper atmosphere. Then he in- 
jected several molecules of ionized 
air into the jar to get his oran 
red fireballs. An ionized 
conductor of electricity 

The physicist explain 
magnetic fields in the 
mosphere varied greatly 
chiefly in the temperate l 
said it was known that the eart 
had a highly negative charge com- 
pared with the upper atmosphere, 
jand that at times this produced 
weird electrical effects 


‘ice 


Lights Dart About 


When a magnet, and sometimes 
even a human hand, is moved out- 
Side the jar, Mr. Scott said, the 
[strange lights inside wil] dart 
about with fantastic speed, turn- 
ing erraticly, stopping suddenly, 
hovering or reversing direction in- 
stantly 

He said the magnet or 
containing static electricity 
up the magnetic fiel 
objects move at extreme 
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ds to make 
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they could find nothing un- 


Sky Overcast, Pitch Black 


Washington radar operators in- 

sist they saw sterious objects 
their screens last night and 

early today. Two unidentified ob- 
jects showed up on the screen at 
near-by Andrews Field, moving 
slowly southwest. Later two more 

lips” appeared, moving slowly, 
stopping, then flying away. The 
sky was overcast and pitch black. 

The Army Er ers mokesman 
said “the cor] S consider 
that Mr. Sc indings repre- 
sented a solutior Fe all “flying 
saucer” reports *xplain 
some of them, he and may 
shed light on the mystery gen- 
eral 

Mr. Scott used a jar 3 feet high 
and 114 feet in diameter to pro- 
duce his effects. He pumped air 
from the jar-to create a partial 
vacuum and simulate conditions in 
the upper atmosphere. Then he in- 
jected several molecules of ionized 
air into the jar to get his orange- 
red fireballs. An ionized gas is a 
conductor of electric ity 

The physicist explained that 
magnetic fiel in the upver at- 
mosphere varied greatly, probably 
chiefly in the temperate zones, 1 
said it was known that the ear 
had a highly negative charge com 
pared with the upper atmosphere, 
jand that at times this produced 
[weird electrical effects 


Lights Dart About 


When a mi t, and sometimes 
even a human nd, is moved out- 
Side the jar, Mr. Scott said, the 
Strange lights inside wil] dart 
[about with fantastic speed, turn- 
jing erraticly, stopping suddenly, 
| hovering or re versing direction in- 
| Stantly. 

He sadid the magnet or a hand 
[containing static electricity broke 
| up the magnetic fields to make the 
| Objects move at extreme speeds 
| That is probably why no air- 
[plane has been able to catch up 
with the lights seen from the 
| ground, Mr. Scott said. An air- 
[plane would disturb the magnetic 
field, he said, so that the objects 
would always be to the rear or in 
front of it 

Mr. Scott made his experiments 
of metals in a vacuum 
during research on the evaporation 

The Washington Star, in a copy- 
righted article about Mr. Scott's 
work, said the expirmenters at Fort 


| Belvoir believed that two forces—~ 


very low air pressure that was bal- 
anced against static electricity in 


ja way to give off light—‘are the 


primary factors responsible for 
saucer sightings by competent ob- 
servers.” 


More on the Flying Saucers 

To THE EDITOR or THE New YORK TIMES: 

It may seem mean to spoil the fun 
| for those now being intrigued by 
thoughts of visitors from space scout- 
ing the upper atmosphere over our na- | 
tignal capital. Or to interfere with the | 
cas of those among our tax-bur- | 
dened citizens who may be anticipating | 


that these visitors will atomize the Ad- 
j But 


istration and all its works. 
H. is a natural phenomenon which 
guld account both for the objects be- | 
iş% sighted in, Washington radar 
$g reens and for the lights these òb- 
į tts give off as they are vainly pur- 
fded by jet planes. . 

The phenomenon is familiar to those | 
who have used radar in the Arctic. It 
i8 a magnetic disturbance which ap- 
péars to be related to the aurora bo- 
realis. 

In his book, “Ice Is Where You Find | 
mM,” Capt. Charles W. Thomas of the 
Jnited States Coast Guard tells a dra- 
matic story of tracing a radar pip 
which had its origin in this magnetic 
disturbance. While in command of the 
cutter Northland off the Jan Mayen 
Islands, east of Greenland, Captain 
Thomas observed radar evidence of a 
ship in an area where no other ship 
Was supposed to be. Since the time 
was 1943, he and his officers were al- 
most certain it was the dreaded Von 
Tirpitz. The radar indicated the ship 
was closing with them at twenty knots 
and they were momentarily expecting a 
salvo to come at them out of the black 
Arctic night when the signal began to 
move erratically and disappeared. 

Specialists in the field believe the 


| phenomenon results from the ioniza- 
tion of molecules in the earth's upper 
atmosphere by gamma rays originat« 
ing in sun spots. The ionized particles 
sometimes penetrate to the lower at- 
mosphere with an impact that causes 
them to glow, a fact that could explain 
the “lights” seen by the pursuing jet 
| Planes over Washington 

| ARTHUR LARKIN, 

Bloomfield, N. J., Aug. 5, 1952. 
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More on the Flying Saucers 

To THE EDITOR or THE New YORK TIMES: 

It may seem mean to spoil the fun 
| for those now being intrigued by 
thoughts of visitors from space scout- 
ing the upper atmosphere over our na- | 
tignal capital. Or to interfere with the | 
cas of those among our tax-bur- | 
dened citizens who may be anticipating | 


that these visitors will atomize the Ad- 
j But 


istration and all its works. 
H. is a natural phenomenon which 
guld account both for the objects be- | 
iş% sighted in, Washington radar 
$g reens and for the lights these òb- 
į tts give off as they are vainly pur- 
fded by jet planes. . 

The phenomenon is familiar to those | 
who have used radar in the Arctic. It 
i8 a magnetic disturbance which ap- 
péars to be related to the aurora bo- 
realis. 

In his book, “Ice Is Where You Find | 
mM,” Capt. Charles W. Thomas of the 
Jnited States Coast Guard tells a dra- 
matic story of tracing a radar pip 
which had its origin in this magnetic 
disturbance. While in command of the 
cutter Northland off the Jan Mayen 
Islands, east of Greenland, Captain 
Thomas observed radar evidence of a 
ship in an area where no other ship 
Was supposed to be. Since the time 
was 1943, he and his officers were al- 
most certain it was the dreaded Von 
Tirpitz. The radar indicated the ship 
was closing with them at twenty knots 
and they were momentarily expecting a 
salvo to come at them out of the black 
Arctic night when the signal began to 
move erratically and disappeared. 

Specialists in the field believe the 


| phenomenon results from the ioniza- 
tion of molecules in the earth's upper 
atmosphere by gamma rays originat« 
ing in sun spots. The ionized particles 
sometimes penetrate to the lower at- 
mosphere with an impact that causes 
them to glow, a fact that could explain 
the “lights” seen by the pursuing jet 
| Planes over Washington 

| ARTHUR LARKIN, 

Bloomfield, N. J., Aug. 5, 1952. 
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Ras of Saucer Reports Expected | 
_As Meteor Display Begins Tonight 


Annual Visitation, at Its Height Tuesday, 
te Will Be Visible in Clear Weather Each | 
e Evening at 9—Object Seen Upstate t 


—— a 


Robert B. Coles, the conservative; The meteor shower occurs when 
curator of the Hayden Plane-/a stream of solid particles plunges 
tarium, predicted here yesterday|into the atmosphere of the earth 

S that flying saucers would be re-|from outer space. In an instant, 
ported i veep numbers this week-/the tiny particles are heated to in- 
end anc *®arly next week if the|candescence and they burn with a 
weather «Was good ‘blaze of blue-white light. The Per- 

ber, = There#4vill be just reports and|seids have been observed for at 
not actual saucers flying around,|jeast 1,000 years. 
Mr. Coles hastened to add. The re-| Most of the particles making up 
| ports will be based on sightings Of|the shower are believed to be quite 
the annua] celestial display Of/small. None has ever been recov- 
Perseid meteors, which begins to-lered on earth, although other 
night. l ENE A meteorites have been found. Chem-| 
| The meteors will be visible in the|jca) analysis of these indicates that 
bhn/night skiés until next Wednesday/they may all be the cosmic debris|A 
ary|as a fiery shower of brilliant par-|of an ancient planet that used to|s 
na-/ticles that seems to originate in|circle the sun inside the earth's K 
hatithe constellation Perseus, the|/orbit. 
phy| Champion. The origin of the Perseid shower, | 
hat; Perseus rises in the northeast at|however, is not known. ire 
alabout 9 ‘clock, Eastern daylight ` ifr 
€-itime. A. dawn, the Champion is è . . is 
high in the north. The double =e See | 
BeS-|chain of stars of the constellation) YOUNGSTOWN, N. Y. Aug. 8c 
M-jarches $ ‘ross the skies from the | (P) — An unidentified object wasin 
nal|W-shape ` constellation Cassiopeia|Seen last night racing through the} ¢ 
bM-ito Taur’%, the bull, in the south- sky near the mouth of the Niagara; 
east. ad River and then hovering for some 
in! The méteor display will be at a|time over the Welland Canal, which 
tO| maximum Tuesday night, Mr. Coles|connects Lake Ontario and Lake 
pet-|said, an@ he predicted that flying|Erie. 
and | saucer reports would reach a new) Personnel at the Youngstown 
de- high then. That night as many as|Coast Guard Base at the Shawnee 
rid) forty or fifty meteors will be/Aircraft Control and Warning 
Ol visible in an hour. Many will be/Base, a radar station, and at the; 
` [so faint, however, that they will|/136th Fighter Interceptor Squad-/] 
ial) not be seen through the haze of|ron Base at near-by Niagara Falls. 
hiP| reflected light that surrounds big|airport all reported seeing it. Doz-|s 
1€S | cities. ens of other residents of the area 
oe The best time for viewingjalso reported the object, describing 

Y | Perseids will be between Tuesday|it as a brilliant mass of colored 

wpe midnight and dawn, Mr. Coles ex-|lights flashing on and off in vari- 


a 


’ | plained. ous combinations. 
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Navy Announces Plan for Balloon F lights | 
In Effort to Block Flying Saucer Reports 


WASHINGTON, Aug. 16 (P) —| pected to float across the ee 
The Navy sought today to forestall|from West to East. } | 
a rash of flying saucer reports by|, The first probably will be} | 

| | launched Monday, weather permit-| 
announcing that it plans to launch ting. Four or five others will bel t 
ia series of cross-country balloon) sent up, singly, later this month] 4 
flights next week, or early in September. | 
| The primary purpose of the| Navy spokesmen said that as | 
‘flights is to “study atmospheric far as they Knew the balloons 

. phe? ac.) WOuld carry no lights. The possi- 
radio wave propagations charac-| bility was recognized, however,| 
| teristics by use of balloon-borne! that reflections from them in sun-| 
»jelectronic equipment,” the Navy|light or moonlight might give rise 

Said in a news release. It declined| to flying saucer reports. | 

‘to elaborate | The balloons are expected told 

The balloons, thirty-seven feet|float at high altitudes, most of't 
in diameter, will be unmanned and|them out of sight. Partly because| 
_j|harmless, the Navy said. How-!\of the equipment aboard, it isl 
ever, they will have aboard elec-/likely that they will be picked up| 
‘tronic equipment that the Navyion radar sets. | 
. hopes to recover. General Mills, Inc., of Minne-| 
The balloons will be released|apolis will do the launching under'| 
‘near Tillamook, Ore. Because of/a research contract with the Office| | 
the prevailing winds, they are ex-|of Naval Research. | 
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AND SOUTH OF THE BORDER 
Venezuela and Colombia Now 
See Flying Saucers, Too 


CARACAS, Venezuela, Aug. 17! 
(P)—“Flying~saucers” were being 
sighted by hundreds of persons in 
Venezuela last week. Some of the 
saucers even got their pictures in 
the papers. Today the Venezuelan 
Air Force said they were jet 
planes engaged in training maneu-| 
vers. | 


BOGOTA, Colombia, Aug. 17| 
(Reuters)—Hundreds of persons| 
agreed today that early last night! 
they had seen a “flying saucer” 
disappearing behind the hills two) 
miles north of Bogota. Descrip- 
tion were all similar—an oval- 
shaped object of great brilliance, 
emitting tail smoke and flying at|® 
tremendous speed at about 6,000/% 
feet. 
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FORE Air Force Releases Pilot’s Last Message 
TALIN During Fatal Pursuit of Aerial ‘Object 


S 
1 WASHINGTON, Aug. 20 (P)—words, of the flight which cost his N 
ST The Air Force today released de-| life: | 
; tails of the conversation between a| At about 2:45 P. M. Captain |¢ 
hts fighter pilot and an airport control; Mantell reported sighting an un- e 
tower just before the pilot p wee pees object “directly ahead), 
while chasing an unidentified aeriaf and above [me] and moving about}; 
object. The incident occurred Jan.|half my speed.” He said “it ap-|f 
T, 1948, near Godman' Air Force pears metallic of tremendous size! 
Base, Fort Knox, Ky. —it appears like the reflection of 
The announcement said that|sunlight on an airplane canopy.” 
Capt. Thomas Mantell, 25 years) A few moments later. Captain 
old, “lost consciousness from lack! Mantel] reported that the object 
of oxygen and crashed while at-| was moving about his same speed |; 
| tempting to intercept at high alti-/—around 360 miles an hour—and 
i tude an uhidentified aerial object.”|that “it is bright and climbing 
| It added that no official trans- away from me” at 15,000 feet 
¡cript of the conversation was re-| Captain Mantell then said he 
|corded. But later all Air Force|was going up to 20,000 feet and,|, 
personnel who wefe present in theif he failed to close in on, the ob-|, 
| control, tower during the incident/ject, he would abandon the chase x 
| were questioned. ‘That was his last message. 
Their statements together gave| No identification of the object 
this picture, in Captain Mantell’s'has been announced, 
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